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GOAL AND OBJECTIVES  
The  goals of this meeting are to update General Surgeons and other learners on 
scientific advances in the field of General Surgery and updates on clinical issues of 
interest to the practising surgeon. 
 
Attendees will be updated on pertinent issues in paediatric surgery, breast  
reconstructive surgery, parathyroid surgery and anal fistulae. Current research in 
diabetes mellitus will be presented.  The management of complex abdominal wall 
herniation will be discussed in detail, appraising attendees of current  
techniques and best prosthetic materials. Surgeons will have an opportunity to gain 
experience with transanual  endoscopic microsurgical techniques and hand  
assisted laparoscopic colectomy.  
 
The UBC General Surgery Retreat is intended as a forum for unification of our  
faculty, providing updates on current research activities and educational programs. 

PROGRAM PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Dr. Nis Schmidt 
Dr. Neely Panton  
Dr. Alice Mui 

DR. NIS SCHMIDT UBC GENERAL SURGERY UPDATE 2011 

MOC Sec on 1 credits  
 
December 1st, 2011    4.75 credits 
December 2nd, 2011   6.75 credits 
December 3rd, 2011    4.75 credits 



Speakers 
Dr. Andrzej Buczkowski Clinical Associate Professor,  

Division of General Surgery, UBC  

Dr. Sonia Butterworth Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Director of Postgraduate Education, Training Program  
Director, Division of Pediatric General Surgery, UBC 

Dr. Morad Hameed Associate Professor, Surgery and Critical Care Medicine,  
Director of the UBC General Surgery Residency Program 

Dr. Hamish Hwang Clinical Instructor, Division of General Surgery,  
Department of Surgery, UBC 
Active Staff, Vernon Jubilee Hospital  

Dr. Ahmer Karimuddin Clinical Instructor, 
Active Staff, Royal Jubilee Hospital and  
Victoria General Hospital 

Dr. Peter Lennox Clinical Associate Professor, 
Program Director, Postgraduate Education, Division of  
Plastic Surgery, UBC 

Dr. Megan Levings Associate Professor, 
Canada Research Chair in Transplantation Associate Member, 
Department of Microbiology and Immunology 
Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research Scholar 

Dr. Robert Martindale Professor of Surgery, 
Medical Director for Hospital Nutrition Services, 
Oregon Health and Science University 

Dr. Adrienne Melck Clinical Instructor, Division of General Surgery,  
Department of Surgery, UBC Active Staff, Paul’s Hospital 

Dr. Mark Meloche Associate Professor, Head, Section of Surgical Transplantation 
Program Director, Undergraduate Education,  
UBC Division of General Surgery 

Dr. Alice Mui Assistant Professor,  
Research- Jack Bell Research Centre/VGH 
Co-Director of Centre for Surgical Research,  
UBC, Department of Surgery 

Dr. Nam Nguyen Clinical Assistant Professor,  
Division of General Surgery, Department of Surgery, UBC 
Active Staff, Richmond General Hospital 

Dr. M.E. Pezim Medical Director, Pezim Clinic 
Colorectal Surgeon  

Dr. Sharadh Sampath Clinical Instructor, 
Division of General Surgery, Department of Surgery, UBC 
Active Staff, Richmond General Hospital 

Dr. Bruce Verchere Professor, 
Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine  
Head, Diabetes Research Program, Department of Surgery 
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 Thursday December 1, 2011 

TIME TOPIC DIRECTOR 

0800-1300 TEM Hands-on Course Dr. Alessio Pigazzi 
Head, MIS Surgery &  
Clinical  Assistant  
Professor,  Dept. of  
Surgery, University of  
California, Irving, CA, USA. 

0800-0810 Introduction: Dr. O. N. M. Panton  

0810-0830 TEM Lecture: Dr. A. Pigazzi  

0830-1300 Hands-on Course INSTRUCTORS 

  
MOC Section 1= 4.75 Credits 

Dr. Carl Brown 
Dr. Manoj Raval 
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 Friday December 2, 2011 
TIME TOPIC SPEAKER 

0700-0730 Continental Breakfast  

0730-0740 Welcoming Remarks & Presentation of Long 
Term Contribution Certificate to Dr. B. Allardyce 

Dr. O.N.M. Panton 

0740-0800 Paediatric Surgery for the General Surgeon Dr. S. Butterworth 

0800-0820 Breast Reconstructive Surgery Dr. P. Lennox 

0820-0830 Update on Research,  
Basic Science Presentations 

Dr. A. Mui 

0830-0850 Type II Diabetes Dr. B. Verchere 

0850-0910 Type I Diabetes Dr. M. Levings 

0910-0920 Update on the Undergraduate Program Dr. M. Meloche 

0920-0940 COFFEE BREAK  

0940-1010 Update on General Surgery Residency  Dr. M. Hameed 

1010-1030 Bariatric Surgery: Current Experience at the  
Richmond General Hospital 

Dr. N. Nguyen,  
Dr. S. Sampath 

 Continued on next page……..  



 
TIME TOPIC SPEAKER 

1030- What’s New in Parathyroidectomy Dr. A. Melck 

1050-
1110 

Community Experience with Laparoscopic  
Colectomy 

Dr. H. Hwang 

1110- Current Management of Anal Fistulae Dr. A. Karimuddin 

1130-
1150 

Out-of-Hospital Lower GI Diagnostic Centre  
Reduced Time to Treatment of Colorectal Cancer 

Dr. M.E. Pezim 

1200- LUNCH  

1330- Abdominal Wall Reconstructive Surgery Dr. R. Martindale 

1410-
1450 

Abdominal Wall Reconstruction: The VGH  
Experience 

 
Dr. A. Buczkowski 

1510-
1550 

Surgical Resident Prize Essay Competition:  
The History of the Management of Colonic  
Diverticular Disease  

 

 Closing Remarks  

1800 Dinner at the Vancouver Lawn Tennis &  
Badminton Club, 1630 W. 15th Avenue 

 

1415- Discussion  

1550-
1600 

Comments on Prize Essay and Awarding of the 
Prize 

Dr. Nis Schmidt 

 MOC Section 1= 6.75 credits  
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 Saturday, December 3rd, 2011 

TIME TOPIC DIRECTOR 

0800 –1300 Hand-Assisted  
Laparoscopic Colectomy 
Cadaver Course 

Dr. Neely Panton,  
Head, Division of  
General Surgery,  
Department of Surgery, 
UBC 
 

  INSTRUCTORS  

 MOC Section 1= 4.75 credits Dr. Adam Meneghetti 
Dr. Yen Dang 



REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Name:    ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:    ______________________Date:_________________________________ 
 
Email:   ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Please select the options that apply to you: 
 
 
 
 

Dinner will be at The Vancouver Lawn and Badminton Club,  
1630 West 15th Avenue, Vancouver, at 6:00 PM. 

 
   I will attend dinner: $50.00  
   I will bring spouse/guest: $50.00 
   I will not attend dinner 
 
Total: Registration fees $__________  +  dinner $__________ =  $__________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Make cheque payable to “UBC Division of General Surgery” and mail to Alia Hassan,  

Division of General Surgery, Room 3100, 910 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C., V5Z 4E3,   
along with the registration form. If you are in the no fee category, you may email registration form 

to alia.hassan@vch.ca  Queries: 604-875-4063. 
Thurs  Dec  1 ,  F r i  Dec  2  and  Sa t  Dec  3 ,  2011   

Cent re  o f  Exce l lence  for  Surg ica l  Educat ion  &  Innovat ion  
3 rd  F loor ,  Room 3600 ,  910  W.  10th  Avenue ,  J im Pat t ison  Pav i l ion  

Nor th ,  Vancouver  Genera l  Hosp i ta l   
ACCREDITATION Complete Statement: 

This event is an Accredited Group Learning Activity eligible for up to 16.25 Section 1 credits as defined by the 
Maintenance of Certification program of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.  This program 

has been reviewed and approved by UBC Division of Continuing Professional Development. 

Breakdown by day: 

Day 1: TEM 4.75 
Day 2: Update 6.75 
 Day 3: HALS 4.75  

Total: 16.25 

 Emeritus (no fee)   Researcher (no fee) 

  Nurse (no fee)   Surgeon—$100 

 Graduate Student (no fee)   HAL Laparoscopic Course—$250 

 Resident (no fee)   TEM Hands on Course—$250 

  Fellows (no fee)  


